BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
with 20 per cent., and then the United States with
10 per cent, though up to 1931 the United States
occupied first place.
Large-scale experiments are now being conducted
in Great Britain for the artificial production of oil
from coal by the Bergius process. Her enormous sup-
plies of coal might prove the basis of her independence
with regard to oil by this process. For the moment,
however, the government is making only tentative
progress in this direction. A second big works is now
being built to operate the Fischer process.
In our examination of the general strategic tasks of
Great Britain we pointed out that apart from the direct
defence of the country against enemy attack, which is
a relatively simple task, the chief aim of any British
government must be to build up the greatest possible
industrial war potential, and it is a fact that in recent
years the chief efforts of the government in its arma-
ment programme have been concentrated on this aim.
What has been done in this respect is being kept
secret, and public discussions take place only when
members of parliament believe they have discovered
defects in the government's preparations. Anyone
who is familiar with the psychology of the British
people will conclude from the fact that very little is
being said about industrial preparations for war that
there is not much to complain about in this respect.
The difficulty is to obtain any adequate conception
on the basis of the few known facts concerning the
measures adopted by the British government on the